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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To provide Cabinet Member with a summary of the representations made in relation to 
the Draft Local Plan Supplementary Consultation.

2. Decision(s) recommended

2.1 Note the summary of representations made in respect of the Draft Local Plan 
Supplementary Consultation and agree that the summary of representations be 
published alongside the local plan review evidence base following this meeting.

2.2 That it be delegated to the Director of Managed Growth and Communities to make 
minor alterations/revisions to the summary document that may be required to improve 
clarity.

3. What is the issue?

3.1 The planning system should be genuinely plan-led. Succinct and up-to-date plans 
should provide a positive vision for the future of each area; a framework for 
addressing housing needs and other economic, social and environmental priorities; 
and a platform for local people to shape their surroundings.

3.2 The Council’s current plan was adopted in December 2013 and work commenced on 
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reviewing the plan in 2015 when it was decided to review the plan as a whole rather 
than pursue a Local Area Plan for the HS2 Interchange site and wider area. It remains 
a priority of the Council to have a robust and up-to-date plan in place as soon as 
reasonably practicable.

3.3 In January 2019 Full Cabinet approved supplementary consultation on the Draft Local 
Plan.  The consultation took place over a six week period from the end of January to 
15th March 2019.

3.4 An appendix to this report is a draft summary that contains the representations 
received.  It is intended that this be published alongside the evidence base for the 
Local Plan Review as soon as practically possible after this meeting.

3.5 There have been a total of 1,092 respondents to the consultation.  These raised 3,807 
representations in total. Each individual or organisation making a response is known 
as a ‘respondent’ and makes a single ‘submission’.  Each submission is reviewed to 
see how many of the consultation questions have been addressed and each one that 
has been is recognised as an individual ‘representation’.  So a single respondent can 
make multiple representations depending on the number of questions addressed. 

3.6 Of the representations made, 415 were in support of the policy/allocation, 2,233 raised 
objections and 1,159 made comment.

3.7 The representations document attached as an appendix provides a comprehensive 
summary by subject area and/or site1.  Inevitably it is difficult to extract just a few 
headline issues from such a schedule, and conclusions should only be drawn from an 
understanding of the representations as a whole.  However for the purposes of this 
covering report some of the particularly key issues have been highlighted in the 
following questions:

 Issues Attracting a Measure2 of Support
o Q8 – Site 22 Trevallion Stud, Balsall Common
o Q9 – Site 23 Lavender Hall Farm , Balsall Common
o Q30 – Site 10 West of Meriden
o Q32 – Site 7 Kingshurst Village Centre

 Issues Attracting a Measure3 of Opposition
o Q2 – Site Selection Methodology
o Q3 – Infrastructure Requirements – Balsall Common
o Q6 – Site 3 Windmill Lane, Balsall Common
o Q11 – Infrastructure Requirements – Blythe
o Q12 – Site 4 Land west of Dickens Heath
o Q28 – Site 18 Sharmans Cross Road

1 The summary document and this report make reference to numbers of representations made, and whilst this 
can be a good indication of strength of feeling it should also be remembered that even if only a few 
representations are made on an individual issue or site the arguments put forward can be equally valid.
2 In terms of number of representations made by comparison to either (a) other issues gaining support or to (b) 
the number of objections made to the same policy/issue.
3 In terms of number of representations made by comparison to other issues raising objections.



o Q38 – Amber Sites

 Other Significant Comments
o Should recognise that LHN is a starting point, a minimum.  Growth 

ambitions of Borough and wider area point to a significant uplift (to up to 
c1,120 dpa just for the Borough’s needs).

o Solihull’s contribution to the HMA shortfall is to low (suggestions made by 
developers that it ought to be 4,000 to 6,500 given strong functional links to 
Birmingham).

o Does not take into account recent evidence in the form of the Strategic 
Growth Study (GL Hearn).

o Consideration of additional contribution to HMA shortfall at Reg 19 Stage 
would be inappropriate/unlawful as may require revised strategy or 
additional GB releases.

o Housing requirement too high and unlikely to be delivered given rates per 
annum that have been achieved in the past.

o The Borough has limited capacity for expansion and environmental and 
sustainability impacts should be taken into account more.

The Council’s Response

3.8 It is pleasing to note that there has been such a level of response to the consultation 
both in terms of the number of responses and the detail that has been provided.

3.9 Responses to the representations will generally fall into the following categories:
3.9.1 Explanation – Where additional explanation or clarification of the Council’s 

position is required this will be provided as additional or amended commentary 
in the plan/associated future publications.

3.9.2 Evidence Base – Where comments have been made on matters or output 
from the evidence base studies, these will be used to either amend existing 
studies (if required to deal with factual issues) or indicate that additional 
updates or further studies are required.

3.9.3 Policy/Strategy Wording – Representations may indicate the need for policy 
wording to be amended.  These will be considered and included where 
appropriate in the submission version of the plan after the implications of 
changes have been considered.

3.9.4 Allocations – Perhaps the greatest number of representations relate to the 
allocations, both in terms of those included in the Draft Local Plan and those 
others believe should have been included.  The representations made will be 
considered alongside both the existing/amended evidence base and any 
changes to strategy wording to assess whether existing allocations remain 
appropriate and/or whether alternative/additional sites should be included.  The 
outcome will be included in the submission version.

3.10 At this stage it is not possible to respond in detail to the representations that have 
been made as most will require detailed assessment under one or more of the above 



headings – this would have unnecessarily4 held up progress on the next stage of the 
plan and wouldn’t have enabled the early publication of the consultation 
representations.  The Council is keen that these representations are available for 
public inspection as soon as reasonably possible.

3.11 Therefore the outcome will effectively be reflected in the content of the submission 
version of the plan.
Next Steps

3.12 The responses will be taken into account as the next version of the plan is produced 
and it is intended that it will be published with a statement setting out how the 
representations have helped shape the submission version of the plan.  Further 
analysis is required to determine whether and to what extent the current timetable for 
the Local Plan Review needs updating in order to fully and properly respond to the 
issues raised in the representations.

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them?

4.1 One of the purposes of consultation on the Local Plan Review is to test and get 
comment on emerging proposals that help shape future iterations of the plan.

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option

5.1 None for this particular stage which is simply a report on the consultation.

6. Implications and Considerations

6.1 Delivery of key themes in the Council Plan:

How will the options/proposals in this report contribute to the delivery of the key 
themes in the Council Plan? (select which themes apply and briefly state how the 
options / proposals in this report contribute to their delivery):

☐ Improve Health and Wellbeing - 

☒ Managed Growth - 

☐ Build Stronger Communities - 

☐ Deliver Value - 

6.2 Implications for children and young people, vulnerable groups and particular 
communities:

6.2.1 None as a direct result of this report

4 Producing such a response at this stage is not a statutory requirement and the preference is that a statement 
be submitted alongside the submission version of the plan indicating how the consultation on the Draft Local 
Plan has been addressed.



6.3 Consultation and Scrutiny:

6.3.1 This report sets out the results of consultation that has been undertaken.

6.3.2 Progress on the Local Plan Review has regularly been reported to the Economic 
Development and Managed Growth Scrutiny Board.

6.3.3 All members have been involved via a series of workshops that have been 
undertaken.  These will continue and will fit in with key stages of plan production.  The 
next will include a session giving feedback on this consultation.

6.4 Financial implications:

6.4.1 None as a direct result of this report

6.5 Legal implications:

6.5.1 None as a direct result of this report

6.6 Risk implications:

6.6.1 None as a direct result of this report

6.7 Statutory Equality Duty:

6.7.1 None as a direct result of this report

7. List of appendices referred to

7.1 Draft Local Plan Supplementary Consultation – Summary of Representations

8. Background papers used to compile this report

8.1 Draft Local Plan Supplementary Consultation (Jan 2019)

9. List of other relevant documents

9.1 None

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/Draft-Local-Plan-Supplementary-Consultation-Document.pdf

